
21st Sunday in                                                  
Ordinary Time 

August 24, 2014 
 
 

5:00 PM  For the People  
                                                                               
7:30 AM  
    
9:30 AM  Margaret Knowles                             
      Req. by:  John & Debbie Knowles          
      Sabrina Diaz                                           
      Req. by:  The Family   
                                                                            
11:30 AM  Jack Golden    
        Req. by:  Kathy & Timothy Golden      
        Ron McGuigan                                       
  16th Anniversary Mass                       
        Req. by:  Family 

 
 

From God’s Little Instruction Book:  ‘The heart is the 
happiest when it beats for others’.         John 

15:13    
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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 17, 2014 

 
5:00 PM Valentini & Katkocin Families    
                 Req. by:  Michael Katkocin                         
  Johanna Crosby  
                       Req. by:  James P. Foley, Jr.  
 
7:30 AM                                                                              
9:30 AM Dr. Victor Gregory    
  Req. by:  Family   
  John Oresic 
                 Req. by:  Betty Wunsch  
 
Monday  
6:30 AM   
8:30: AM  Bethany Lynn Barnes 1st Anniversary 
       Req. by:  Father Mike                                  
       Bobby Chavis                                            
       Req. by:  Lillian   
Tuesday    
6:30 AM 
8:30 AM    Holy Souls 
       Req. by:  Lillian 
               
Wednesday  
6:30 AM  Mildred Girard  
      Req. by:  Gangloff Family 
8:30 AM  Michelle Hilderley                                                          
      Req. by: Helen Sabolla                                  
      Joan Carmody                                            
      Req. by:  Tom                       
Thursday 
6:30  AM                                                                       
8:30 AM  Sabrina Diaz 
      Req. by:   SEAS  
          
Friday  
6:30 AM               
8:30 AM Sabrina Diaz 
               Req. by: Regina McCartney                          
     Anthony Zito                                              
     Req. by: Family 
Saturday 
6:30 AM                                                                    
8:30 AM  Mary Niland. 
      Reg. by:  Family 

f

R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults is for persons who 
have been Baptized but have 
no affiliation with any church, 
who were never Baptized, 
were Baptized as Catholics 
but were not fully initiated 
through the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and Holy Com-
munion, or for Catholics who 
want a better understanding 
of our faith. 
 

If you or someone you know is interested in  
inquiring about the Catholic faith, maybe even 
considering membership in the Catholic 
Church, then we invite you to join us as we  
begin our new season of the R.I.C.A. classes. 
For more information please call Deacon 
John Gallagher at (215) 245-7897,  Bob 
Gutherman at (215) 788-5410, or Fr. Richard 
Rudy at (215) 788-2989. 
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 Your Shepherd’s 

Thoughts    

 Sunday Scriptures, 
 August 24 

 
Reading I:    Isiah 22:19-23 
Reading II:   Romans  11:33-36 
Gospel:        Matthew 16:13-20 

 
 Lectors  

Aug. 23   5:00 PM S. Colvin & J. Mundy 
Aug. 24   7:30 AM A. Ditzler & T. Marion 
Aug. 24   9:30 AM   
Aug. 24  11:30 AM W. Scenna & J. Kochvelli 

 
Extraordinary Minister 

Aug. 23     5:00 PM C. Ryan & L. Mundy 
Aug. 24     7:30 AM R. Brown & E. Brown 
Aug. 24     9:30 AM     
Aug. 24   11:30 AM A. Scheck & R. Powers 

 
Altar Servers’ Schedule 

Aug. 9                                                      5:00PM   
Aug. 10                                                    7:30AM   
Aug. 10                                                    9:30AM 
Aug. 10                                                  11:30AM   
 

Offertory Collection 
August 10, 2014 

  Adults                                               $8603.00                                                                      
  High School                                      $.00 
  Children                              $.00                                     
 Total                                                   $8603.00 
  
Total for same time last year            $5018.00            
   

 Parish Information Update 
 

 In addition to the parish bulletin and the parish 

website, there are two additional means of commu-

nicating all the good works which you, the PRI-

MARY RESOURCES of our new parish, are ac-

complishing.  The Twitter account, managed by 

Ken Lanning, is readily available for our 

“followers”; simply contact Ken at (215) 485-

7906, for information to be communicated via 

Twitter.  We are  maintaining Comcast Channel 

99, the familiar Community News Channel, for 

communicating parish information; simply e mail 

Amanda McClain at amcclain@holyfamily.edu. 

 I frequently ask for an 

increase in the virtues of faith, 

hope, and love during weekday 

Masses, and an increase in the 

virtues of prudence and meek-

ness for me when I pray for myself.  The virtue of 

hope deserves some reflection this weekend.  Fol-

lowers of Jesus Christ readily know that He is the 

indestructible source of the virtue of hope, and the 

unfailing reason for hope.  Jesus’ eternal triumph 

over death by virtue of the most awesome and 

agreed upon Christian mystery of the Resurrection 

is the foundation for hope. While I cannot honestly 

assert that the disappointments of this life are unim-

portant, I do honestly assert that disappointments 

do not need to lead to despair, the “vice” which is 

the polar opposite of hope.  Deacon John power-

fully reminded us of the necessity and the value of 

faith in last weekend’s homily.  Recall the storm at 

sea and the frightened disciples who did not recog-

nize Jesus, thinking He was a ghost?  Recall Peter’s 

asking Jesus to invite him to walk on the storm-

tossed waters?  With his focus on Jesus, Peter was 

walking; with his focus on the danger around him, 

he was sinking.  I feel sad for some of our parish-

ioners as I am listening to their concerns.  I have 

learned that a false hope; in reality, wishful think-

ing, that St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish could stand 

alone, despite the recommendation from the repre-

sentatives of the Pastoral Planning Area 100 that 

the fourth parish in this area would be the merger 

of St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Parishes is quite strong.  Remember, the fact that 

we are the fourth parish was not an initial consid-

eration when the planning meetings began last Oc-

tober, since the original plan was that three new 

parishes be formed from the seven. I do not mini-

mize how challenging this merger is, nor do I think 

disappointments because of the merger are unim-

portant.  The “storm” is still there.  Please do not 

lose faith and hope, as these are God’s gifts which 

are stronger than any “storm” in this life.  Peter was 

either walking or sinking.  Is your focus on Jesus, 

the sure foundation and reason for hope?                          

     Peace, 

                 Father Mike 

mailto:amcclain@holyfamily.edu
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Remember in your prayers. 
 
  

OUR MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY. 
 

Many  of our parishioners have family members 
serving in dangerous assignments around the 

world, and  for those returning veterans..may they 
have a loving and peaceful transition to civilian life.                                                       

Please keep them in your prayers.                    
 

 FOR ALL FIRST RESPONDERS 
 

 Firemen and women, police, and EMTs, 
please pray for their safety and their families, 

who give so generously of themselves 
 
 

For the sick and homebound of our parish 
 Especially, Arlene Davis, Jack Gallagher,  

John Rocco, Colleen Conden, and five year 
old Ganni. 

 
For all those who have died and for all 

those who have gone before us and have 
no one left to pray for them.  Please re-

member them all in your prayers. 

 

PREP Registration                                                 
(Parish Religious Education                

Program) 
PREP provides spiritual, moral and 
sacramental catechesis and forma-
tion to our non-parochial grammar 
school children.  
 
PREP classes will be held in the 
classrooms of Seton Hall at the Worship Site (the former St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Church, 1200 Park Avenue, Bensalem) on Sunday 
mornings from September 14, 2014 through May 24, 2015.  The 
program will start with the children attending and participating in the 
9:30 A.M.  Mass at the Worship Site and them immediately follow-
ing the Mass the children will be escorted to their classrooms.  
Classroom time will run from 10:30 A.M. to 11:50 A.M. 
 
Registration for PREP will take place in the back of the Church 
following all of the Masses on the weekends of August 16-17, Au-
gust 23-24 and August 30-31.  There will be a Late Registration 
Night held on Tuesday Evening,  
September 2nd from 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. in the PREP Office 
located on the second floor of the St. Thomas  
Aquinas School Building (Croydon). 
 
Please note that those students returning to PREP from previous 
years also need to register again this year.  New students who were 
not baptized at St. Thomas Aquinas or St. Elizabeth Ann Seton will 
need a Baptismal Certificate from the parish where they were bap-
tized at the time of PREP registration. 
 
For more information or questions, please contact: 

 :                                                                                                                          
Jacob A. Marquart, III, O.F.S., Director of Religious Education                 

at (215) 788-2989. 

Its that time of year already!   

 

On August 25 at 7:15PM there 

will be a meeting of the Plan-

ning Committee for the 2014 

Christmas Craft Show and Ba-

zaar.  The meeting will take 

place in the Parish Meeting 

Room. Everyone is welcome to 

participate.    

Jacob has been a life-long member of St. Bartholomew Church in                       
Philadelphia.  He has been an active member volunteering in parish life for 
many years and is currently an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, a   
Bereavement Minister and a member of the Liturgy Committee, Parish  
Pastoral Council and Parish Finance Council, just to name a few.                                                                                               
After spending 20 years working in the healthcare industry, Jacob discerned 
another calling in his life.  In 2010, he left the healthcare industry and began 
employment with the Archdiocese  of Philadelphia.  He worked  for three 
years at Saint Joachim Church in Philadelphia as the Parish Services            
Director until it was closed and merged in June 2013.  For the past year, 
Jacob was employed at the newly merged Saint John Cantius Church in 
Philadelphia as the Parish Service Director, Business Manager and Director 
of Religious Education.                                                                                                          
In May 2012, Jacob became a graduate of the Church Ministry Institute at 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary as a Lay Ecclesial Mininster.  He has                          
continued his theological studies at the seminary in the Graduate School of 
Theology in the Vatican Theology program and will graduate in May 2015.                
As a professed member of the Secular Franciscan Order, Brothers and 
Sisters of Penance, Jacob strives to observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ by following the example St. Francis of Assisi who made Christ the 
inspiration and center of his life with God and people.                                           
It is Jacob’s goal to provide ample opportunities for the youth of the new St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish to encounter Christ through fellowship with each 
other, in prayers and through serving others. 

Christmas is only 130 days away!! 



  Separated/Divorced Support Group 
We will meet on Wednesday, August 20,   

at 7PM in Father Crehan Hall. Open forum:  
Experiencing grief from separation or  

Divorce? Attend our next support group.                
Questions call Peg Duffy at (215) 788-1947. 

 

 

World Marriage Encounter 

Couples no longer celebrate their wedding anniver-
sary once a year.  Since the Worldwied Marriage 
Encounter Weekend, they celebrate every day!  
You can celebrate  every day of your marriage, 
too!  The Worldwide Marriage Encounter                  
Weekends are Oct. 3-5, 2014 in Elverson, PA and 
Nov 21-23, 2014 in Doylestown, PA.  Early regis-
tration is recommended.  For more information visit 
our website at  www.wwme-philly.org or contact 
Al & Mary Liz Heumann at Applications@wwme-
philly.org or  ( 610) 449-1859. 
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First Annual Abbey Faith and Music Fest 

 
Join us for the first ever outdoor Catholic                 
music festival of Christian rock in the Philadel-
phia area: The Abbey Faith & Music Fest, 
Saturday, September 20th at Daylesford Ab-
bey in Paoli, PA. Headlining this daylong fest 
from 10AM to 9PM will be Matt Maher with 
Audrey Assad, Kara Klein, Greg & Lizzy and 
Paging Samuel. The theme of this year’s Fest 
is “Truth and Beauty” with internationally 
known keynote speaker Bill Donaghy. The 
day’s events will include music, food, Holy 
Mass, Reconciliation, stations, and end with a 
candlelight Eucharistic Adoration. Tickets are 
available online now or call 610-644-1655, ext. 
144. 

St.  Thomas Aquinas is 

hosting a Blood Drive on 

Monday, September 29th.  

Keep this date in mind.  

Although it’s early days 

remember...your blood 

could make the difference 

between life and death.  

There will be more infor-

mation as we approach the 

date.   

All are Welcome! 

Jesus is present on the Altar in the STA chapel 

every Monday from 9:00 AM  -  7:00PM.  He is call-

ing each one of us to spend some time with Him.  

Unfortunately, He is spending many hours alone. 

We are looking to create a schedule of one-half 

hour intervals (or longer) with at least one com-

mited visitor to spend time with Jesus, so He will 

not be alone.  It is understood that life happens 

and no one can make every week. 

Can you sign up to be with Jesus for a half-hour (or 

more)?  If so, call Ro Fallon at (215) 781-1174 to 

discuss your availability.  Also, call any time you 

may need a substitute.   

THANK YOU! 

                                                                                       

The bridge you burn now may be the one you later 

have to cross.  (Romans 12:18)  God’s Little Instruction Book   
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Retreat for Healing Sexual Abuse 
 

Grief to Grace - Healing the Wounds of Abuse 
is a spiritual program for anyone who has suf-
fered degradation or violation through physical, 
emotional. Sexual, or spiritual abuse. It is ap-
propriate for anyone who has endured sexual 
abuse, rape, incest, or other forms of traumatic 
violation in childhood or adolescence. It is also 
appropriate for anyone who has been abused 
by clergy. The program will be held August 31st 
through September 5th in Aston, PA. Grief to 
Grace invites participants to journey through 
this program in the name of love - love for 
themselves, love for family and friends, love for 
those who have suffered unspeakable abuse 
and mistreatment, and love for the Church - 
The suffering body of Christ, who cries out for 
comfort and consolation in the midst of pro-
found betrayal and abandonment. The program 
offers a very unique process for helping victims 
of abuse to grieve the past and discover spiri-
tual healing and transformation. Dr. Theresa 
Burke who is the founder of Rachel’s Vineyard -  
retreats for healing after abortion, composed 
the program and will serve as the facilitator for 
this retreat. Visit www.grieftograce.org for more 
information. To request an application contact 
info@grieftograce.org or call 610-203-2002. 
Reserve your spot now a space is limited. 

Embracing Our New Parish 

 

The Prayer Process 
 

GRATITUDE: Begin by thanking God in a per-
sonal dialogue for whatever you are most 
grateful for today. 
 
AWARENESS: Revisit 
the times in the past 
twenty-four hours when 
you were and were not 
the-best-version-of-
yourself. Talk to God 
about these situations 
and what you learned from them.  
 
SIGINFICANT MOMENTS: Identify something 
you experienced in the last twenty-four hours 
and explore what God might be trying to say to 
you through that event (or person). 
 
PEACE: Ask God to forgive you for any wrong 
you have committed (against yourself, another 
person, or Him) and to fill you with a deep and 
abiding peace. 
 
FREEDOM: Speak with God about how He is 
inviting you to change your life, so that you can 
experience the freedom to be the-best-version-
of-yourself. 
 
OTHERS: Lift up to God anyone you feel 
called to pray for today, asking God to bless 
and guide them. 
                                                                        
   Pray the Our Father. 

The Sunday Social          
will be held in the 
Church Hall on August 
24, 2014 after the 
11:30AM Mass . Every-
one is invited for re-
freshments and good 
conversation! If you 
would like to donate a 
baked good, please call 
Connie Lombardo at  
215-781-2318. 

 

In Loving Memory of                 

Patricia Higgins                                
          a 

donation has been made by         
Mr. & Mrs. James Bampfield, Jr.  

In Loving Memory of             

Grace Gilbert                                                             

                   
a donation has been made by 

Debra Gilbert 



 


